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setting the ball rolling ; but it has rolled far beyond
the limits she would have prescribed. We now desire
not only that every child in the country should be
able to acquire the elements of learning at least;
but, further, we hope that ladders may be provided
by which every promising child may be able to climb
beyond the elements, and to acquire the fullest
culture of which his faculties are capable. There is
not only no credit at the present day in wishing so
much, but it is discreditable not to do what lies in
one's power to further its accomplishment. But,
then, is not that to increase enormously the lield of
competition ? I, for example, am a literary person,
after a fashion; I have, that is, clone something to
earn a living by my pen. I had the advantage at
starting of belonging to the small class which was
well enough off to send its children to the best
schools and universities. That is to say, I was one
of the minority which had virtually a monopoly of
education, and but for that circuiTustance I should
in all probability have taken to some possibly more
honest, but perhaps even worse paid, occupation.
Every extension of the margin of education, every-
thing which diffuses knowledge and intellectual
training through a wider circle, must increase the
competition among authors. If every man with
brains, whether born in a palace or a cottage is to